Religious Education Newsletter ~ December, 2018
Happy Advent! One of
the things that I always
look forward to is receiving a copy of The Word
Among Us, which is handed out at Mass the week before
Advent begins. This year the Advent copy is dedicated to
Mary, and the first articles take a look at Mary before and
after she became the Mother of Jesus. Part of the second
article focuses on the Intimate Mary, and starts out with the
old saying that, “Your life is a gift from God. What you do
with it is your gift to him.” This is so true fro all of us. Our
lives are a true gift from God. The article reminds us that
we are all unique, and that God has given us all special gifts
and blessings that he had given to no one else. The article
then askes, “Can you give yourself back to him?” The answer will be different for each of us, but one thing will remain the same: As we think about the Lord and his goodness, we’ll discover his gifts and blessings to us. And in discovering them, we will treasure them more and more. We
will see how valuable they are, and will become more and
more grateful for them. And in our gratitude, we will start
finding ways to honor and serve God in our everyday lives just as Mary did.
As we begin the season of Advent, this first week we celebrate the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary. In the Gospel reading for this Holy Day we hear about
God sending the angel Gabriel to Mary and telling her that
she would conceive a son to be named Jesus. How can this
be? Mary had the same question, but Gabriel reassured her
that it was God’s plan. Have you ever wondered about what
God’s plan is for you? Mary needed to have courage and
faith. With all of the trials and tribulations we face in our
world today, having courage and faith is very difficult at
times. But God is always with us, no matter what. That”s
why it is so important to take time to pray and listen to
what God is telling us. In Sunday’s Gospel, we are told to
“prepare the way of the Lord.” To many, the first thing that
comes to mind is decorating the house, baking cookies, and
buying presents to put under the tree. But what are we doing to prepare the way on a spiritual level? Advent is a time
for prayer, self-reflection and repentance. May we all take
more time to pray so that we can be like Mary and respond
courageously and faithfully to whatever God might ask of
us.
Wishing you all a blessed Advent, a very Merry Christmas!

Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Saturday, December 8 we will celebrate the
feast of the Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary and it is a Holy Day of
Obligation. Please Note: Mass on Friday
morning does not count for the Anticipatory
Friday evening Mass, and Saturday morning
Mass for the Feast Day does not take the place of Sunday
Mass. You will still need to attend a Saturday evening or
Sunday morning/evening Mass. Here is the schedule of
Masses within our Area Faith Community:
AFC Anticipatory Masses for Immaculate Conception
Friday, December 7: 7:00 p.m. Mass at Holy Family - Silver
Lake (Installation of Rosary Society officers)
Friday, December 7: 5:30 p.m. Mass (Spanish) and 7:00
p.m. Mass (English) at St. Pius X - Glencoe
AFC Mass for Immaculate Conception
Saturday, December 8: 9:00 a.m. Mass at Holy Trinity Winsted

Advent Opportunities for Reconciliation
There are several opportunities for reconciliation within the
St. John Paul II Area Faith Community during Advent. Below
are the dates and times for your convenience.


Sunday, December 16: 3:00 p.m. at Holy Trinity - Winsted
5:00 p.m. at St. Pius X - Glencoe
 Wednesday, December 19: 10:00 a.m. at Holy Family Silver Lake
Saturday Afternoon & Evening Before Mass:
Noon - Holy Family - Silver Lake & St. Pius X - Glencoe
3:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Holy Trinity - Winsted




Watch the bulletin for additional dates and times.

St. John Paul II Area Faith Community Christmas Mass Schedule
Church of the Holy Family—Silver Lake
Christmas Eve
December 24th: 4:00 p.m. Mass
8:00 p.m. Mass
Christmas Day
December 25th: 8:00 a.m. Mass

Church of the Most Holy Trinity—Winsted
Christmas Eve
December 24th: 4:00 p.m. Mass
6:00 p.m. Mass
Midnight Mass
Christmas Day
December 25th: 10:00 a.m. Mass

Church of St. Pius X—Glencoe
Christmas Eve
December 24th: 4:00 p.m. Mass
6:00 p.m. Mass
(Spanish)
Christmas Day:
December 25th:10:00 a.m. Mass

First Reconciliation Due Dates
Preparation for First Reconciliation is in
full swing. Below is a list of book completion dates for your reference. To access
the Blessed videos that go with the lessons, please visit www.dynamiccatholic/
blessed/program-view/.










November 14 ~ Session 1: You Are Blessed pp. 1-29
was due
November 28 ~ Session 2: The Best Version of Yourself pp. 30-67 is due.
December 5 ~ Session 3: God Sent Jesus to Save Us
pp. 68-85 is due.
December 12 ~ Session 3 Cont’d.: God Sent Jesus to
Save Us pp. 85-103 is due.
December 19 ~ Session 4: Forgiveness & Healing
pp. 104-135 is due.
January 2 ~ Session 5: Your First Reconciliation
pp. 136-175 is due.
January 16 ~ Session 6: It’s Only the Beginning
pp. 176-201 is due.
Wednesday, January 30 ~ 5:30 p.m. Sacrament of
First Reconciliation at Holy Family.
Wednesday, January 30 ~ 7:00 p.m. Sacrament of
First Reconciliation at Holy Trinity.
Confirmation Due Dates
Confirmation Candidates have begun
their preparation for receiving the Holy
Spirit in the Sacrament of Confirmation
on Saturday, March 16, 2019. Below is a
list of due dates for papers to be turned
in and dates for upcoming events.
















August 22 ~ Sponsor was to be Chosen
September 26 ~ Topic #1 was due.
October 10 ~ Baptismal Information Sheet was due.
November 28 ~ Topic #2 is due.
January 2 ~ Topic #3 is due.
January 2 ~ Researching your Confirmation Name &
Saint Report is due.
January 23 ~ Topic #4 is due.
February 6 ~ Letter to Bp. LeVoir is due.
TBD ~ 2:00 - 7:00 p.m. Confirmation Retreat at St. Pius
X for Candidates and parents.
February 20 ~ 7:00 p.m. Confirmation Exam at St. Pius
X
February 20 ~ Service Hour Log and Project Report are
due.
February 20 ~ Letter of Recommendation from Sponsor is due.
March 13 ~ 7:00 p.m. Confirmation Practice at Holy
Family
March 16 ~ 6:30 p.m. Confirmation Mass at Holy Family

Opportunities for Service Hours
 Christmas Tree Sales: The St. Pius

X KC’s need help selling Christmas
Trees in the Coborn’s parking lot in
Glencoe. There are many shifts to
fill - if you can help out, please stop the St. Pius X office or give them a call at 320-864-5162. Please remember that any student that volunteers must be
accompanied by an adult.
 Decorating for Christmas: Help is needed to decorate
the Church for Christmas. Decorating at Holy Family
will be on Sunday, December 16 after the 8:00 a.m.
Mass. Decorating at Holy Trinity will be on Sunday,
December 23 after the 9:30 a.m. Mass. Many hands
make light work - please help if you can.
 Living Nativity: The Glencoe Living Nativity at Oak
Leaf Park planners are looking for volunteers on Saturday, December 15 from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. Anyone interested in helping should contact Cindy at 320-2382148 for additional information.
Preparing for Reconciliation during Advent
Religious Ed students in grades 3-11 will be going to Reconciliation during one of their regular
RE classes in December. To help your child (ren)
prepare, please have them review pgs. 21-26 in
their prayer booklet, this is the format our priests will be
using. Thank you for your help!
Keep Christ In Christmas
The Knights of Columbus are sponsoring
the “Keep Christ In Christmas” poster
contest for all students in grades 1-8 at
Holy Family and grades 1-6 ant Holy
Trinity. Instructions and poster paper have been sent
home with students so they can complete their posters
at home. Final posters are due on December 12. All students are invited and encouraged to participate - we
look forward to seeing the wonderful artwork and talents of young people!
FORMED - Netflix for Catholics
Remember to sign up for FORMED, a free, online resource to help answer questions you might have and to
grow in your understanding of our faith. You can sign up
by going to www.formed.org and entering our parish
code RJHGCW. Then fill in the information and begin
enjoying the resources available. Note: Confirmation
candidates and sponsors - you will need to use the website for part of your preparation for Confirmation.
No RE Classes December 26
So that families may spend time together at
Christmas, we will not have Religious Ed
classes on Wednesday, December 26. We
will resume our regular class schedule on
Wednesday, January 2.

Adult Religious Education Class
Holy Trinity offers an adult Religious Education class
every Wednesday evening from 6:30 - 7:45 p.m. in Room
107 in the high school. “Catholicism: A Journey to the
Heart of the Faith” by Bishop Robert Barron is the series
that will be studied. The series is paired with his documentary film series “Catholicism” journeying through
elements of the Catholic faith from sacraments to worship and prayer to Mary, the apostles and saints through
Scripture, art, architecture and a wide variety of other
platforms. Please contact Sandy Otto at 320-395-2310 if
you have questions or would like to attend.
Christmas Decoration & Flower Donations
We need your assistance in decorating the
Church for Christmas. Once again, we have
placed an envelope in your packets. If you
wish to make a donation for flowers, place
your donation in the envelope provided, fill oput the
back of it, and then drop it in the Sunday collection or
drop it off at the parish office. Although donations will
be accepted through the end of the year, donations
must be received by December 8 if you would like your
memorial printed in the Christmas bulletin.
Calendar Raffle
The Holy Trinity 2019 Calendar Raffle Tickets are now
available. Calendars are $20 each and you have over
300 chances to win. Calendars can be purchased at any
of the three AFC parish offices, at Keaveny Pharmacy in
Winsted, or from one of the many people selling them.
Christmas Giving Project
Our AFC invites you to participate in the McLeod County
Christmas Giving Project from through December 12.
This project is to collect Christmas toys for children newborn - age 17, as well as monetary donations. Please see
the collection boxes by the entrances of Church for additional details.
Holy Trinity Christmas Program & Band/Choir Concert
The staff and students at Holy Trinity school invite you to come and enjoy two upcoming Christmas events. The Elementary program should be
awesome - I hear the kids practicing across the
hall from my office and they sound terrific!
On Monday, December 17 the Holy Trinity Elementary
students will perform their Christmas program. You can
come at 1:00 p.m. in the afternoon or 7:00 p.m. in the
evening. Or come to both!
On Wednesday, December 19, come and listen to songs
of the Christmas season performed by the Holy Trinity
High School band and choir. The concert begins at 7:30
p.m.

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Spending time in adoration is a wonderful opportunity to deepen your relationship with Jesus. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is held
every Tuesday at both Holy Family (8:30 a.m. 4:00 p.m.) and Holy Trinity (9:00 a.m. - 6:00
p.m.) parishes.
Holy Family is in need of volunteers for all hours.
Holy Trinity is in need of volunteers for all hours, especially the 2:00 - 3:00 p.m. time slot.
If you are interested volunteering to fill a time slot or
be a substitute adorer, please contact Celia Knoll at 320
-327-2356 (Holy Family), or Wanda Paumen at 320-4852138 (Holy Trinity).

Holy Trinity is excited to offer the Early Catholic Family
Life program. This program is designed to draw parents and their young children into faith community,
and teaches Catholic parents with children 0-5 years
old how to create a joy filled home with Jesus at the
center. It is our mission to assist parents in teaching
their young children about the Catholic faith.
Holy Trinity will host an 8 week session for parents
with children ages 0-5 years old beginning in January watch the bulletin for additional information coming in
the next couple of weeks.
Please help spread the word to families who may be
interested in this program.

Religious Ed Volunteers Needed

Tuition is Due

Volunteer Substitute Catechists are needed at both Holy
Family and Holy Trinity. At Holy Family we only have one
substitute Catechist for each of the shifts. At Holy Trinity we
only have one substitute Catechist who is only available on
the nights she doesn’t work, and another who is really a
prayer listener but has graciously agreed to teach when
needed. Please pray about this wonderful opportunity to
pass along your faith to our young people, and learn along
with them. If you are interested in helping out, please contact Lori Penas at re@holyfamilysilverlake.org or 320-3272356 (Holy Family) or at lpenas@htwinsted.org or 320-4855633 (Holy Trinity). Please remember that all volunteers
must be VIRTUS trained and in good standing with the Diocese of New Ulm.

Please remember to pay your tuition. We currently have
over $10,000.00 in outstanding tuition between Holy Family
and Holy Trinity, which includes the current year and years
past. We try to keep tuition affordable for our families, and
rely on tuition to pay for textbooks and materials needed to
teach your children. You can pay in monthly installments or
all at once - we are very flexible. If you need to make alternate arrangements, please contact me at your earliest convenience. Asking for help is a hard thing to do, but we e are
here to help, and all information is kept confidential.
New this year at Holy Trinity - parents can pay by debit/
credit card. If this is something you are interested in doing,
please contact Bonnie Sudebeck at htparish@htwinsted.org.

St. Pius X
Christmas Tree Sale
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Wreaths and Garland by the foot too!
5 different tree varieties available.
Located at Coborn’s in Glencoe
November 23 - December 22
Monday - Thursday: 4:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m.
Friday: 3:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.
Sunday: 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

St. Pius X Catholic Church
Christmas Tree Sales at Coborn’s
Pre-Sales November 18-19
Regular Sales November 23 - December 22, 2018

Balsam 6’-7’ $41.00
Balsam 7’-8’ $45.00
Balsam 8’-9’ $50.00
Balsam 10’-11’ $79.00
Colorado Blue Spruce 5’-6’ $30.00
Colorado Blue Spruce 6’-7’ $33.00
Fraser 6’-7’ $52.00
Fraser 7’-8’ $61.00
Fraser 8’-9’ $75.00
Fraser 9’-10’ $85.00
Fraser 10’-11’ $90.00
Scotch Pine 6’-7’ $33.00
Scotch Pine 7’-8’ $36.00
White Pine 6’-7’ $32.00
White Pine 7’-8’ $37.00
Garland $1.50 a foot
Wreathes $21.00
Table Top Balsam $18.00
Table Top Fraser $18.00
Table Top Colorado Blue Spruce $20.00
Tree Bags $2.00
*Prices are approximate

